
W hen you visit Aldridge 
Botanical Gardens, 
you’ll see our beautiful 

Camellias, the state •ower, and 
also the Oakleaf Hydrangeas, 
the state wild•ower.  Did you 
know that you can now visit the 
Gardens and see our state bird?  
Well, maybe not the real one but 
de!nitely the next best thing, 
and you won’t even need your 
binoculars!
   Thanks to a generous donor, an 
original antique Audubon print 
of Alabama’s state bird, the Gold 
Winged Woodpecker – also known 
as the Yellow Hammer, can now be 
found hanging above the Aldridge 
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In Bloom
State Flower, State Wild•ower . . . and now State Bird!

Eddie Aldridge signed more 
than 200 books recently at 
the Membership Holiday 

Open House and public book 
signing which followed.  Garden 
members, friends, neighbors 
and old friends from the nursery 
business days were all on hand 
to give their congratulations and 
reminisce about the past.  
   A Garden of Destiny documents 
the history of the Gardens and 
the seemingly inevitable series 
of events that many might call 
destiny.  It also includes the 
Aldridges’ personal stories 

A Garden of Destiny Arrives
beginning with their nursery 
business to their lives on the 
property that they eventually 
donated and helped develop into 
the beautiful woodland garden 
now known as Aldridge Botanical 
Gardens.
   The book was  edited by 
Lynn Carter and designed and 
published by Jan Bailey of Seacoast 
Publishing.  It is available at the 
Gardens for a $20 donation.  All 
proceeds bene!t the Gardens.  Pick 
up your copy today and help the 
Gardens continue to grow.

House living room mantle. 
   This antique print was purchased 
from Antique Nature Prints owned 
and founded by Gilbert Johnston.  
John James Audubon is well 
known for his travels throughout 
North America during the 18th 
century recording in exquisite 
detail the beauty of an unspoiled 
natural world.  His works, along 
with many others, are considered 
the products of the Golden Age of 
Exploration and Natural History.  
   We are proud and honored to 
have such a rare and fabulous piece 
on display here at the Gardens.  Be 
sure to come on inside the next 
time you feel like birdwatching"  
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President’s Message

GREEN SPACE!

W ant to take an active role in going green?  Why not become 
a citizen scientist?  A citizen scientist is a volunteer who 
manages research-related tasks such as observation, 

measurement or computation.  This allows scientists to accomplish 
research objectives that would not be feasible without volunteers.  
Anyone can take part and make a di#erence.  To get involved, !nd a 
study that interests you. Topics range from bird counts, !sh counts, 
water monitoring, bloom arrival times, !re•y watch and so much 
more.  Check out a few from the list of sites below or search on citizen 
science to !nd out more.

   www.audubon.org 
   www.birds.cornell.edu
   www.budburst.org 
   h%p://research.ynamicpa%erns.com     
   www.worldwatermonitoringday.org

Thanks for the Memories!

The fourth annual Volunteer Appreciation Brunch will take place on 
Thursday, January 15, at 10:30 a.m. in the Aldridge House.  Each 
January volunteers are recognized for the service they have given 

to the Gardens during the previous 
calendar year.
   Certi!cates of Appreciation and gi&s 
are presented to volunteers based 
on the number of hours they have 
donated, and the group is entertained 
with a candid slide show of volunteers 
in action throughout the year.  The 
brunch is prepared and served by sta# 
members.
   If you have been a volunteer during 
2008, please mark your calendar and 
RSVP to LaVerne Martin at 682-8019, 
ext. 2, or aldridgelm@bellsouth.net. 

   Greetings from the Board of 
Directors of Aldridge Botanical 
Gardens.  We hope all of our members 
and friends enjoyed a wonderful 
holiday season.  
   I am pleased to have begun my 
second term as President of the 
Board, and I am grateful to the Board 
for allowing me to serve another year.  
I am also pleased to announce that 
Paulette Pearson and Bill Johnson 
have been re-elected to their second 
terms as Vice President and Treasurer, 
respectively.  Bill Moon has been 
elected to the post of Secretary to the 
Board.  
   It gives me great pleasure to 
announce that Greg Powell has 
joined the Board of Directors.  Greg 
is President and Chief Executive 
Officer of fi-Plan Partners, LLC in 
Birmingham.  He is an independent 
wealth consultant with more than 
27 years experience in the financial 
community.  Greg is deeply involved 
in community activities, and he will 
be a tremendous asset to Aldridge 
Botanical Gardens.  Please join me in 
welcoming Greg Powell to our Board.
   On behalf of the Board, I would like 
to thank all of our corporate sponsors, 
individual donors and the City of 
Hoover for their continuing support.
   Looking forward to seeing you in the 
Gardens.

Charlie Diggs
Board President

   www.mos.org/!re•ywatch
   www.planetquest.org
   h%p://starcount.org

A customer 
loads 
down her 
VW bug at 
this fall’s 
Hydrangea 
Sale.
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Taking a Closer 
Look at Aldridge 

Botanical Gardens

during the live videoconference 
sessions.  This will enhance the 
teaching curriculum and increase 
student awareness of the 
natural world around 
them.  
   Second, we will 
be adding the 
Proscope™ to 
our existing !eld 
trips/seminars/
summer camps.  
The Proscope™ is a 
USB handheld digital 
microscope designed for 
both PC and Macintosh 
systems.  It can capture still 
images, video and even time-
lapse directly to your computer 
with the push of a bu%on.  This is 
a powerful tool that will enhance 
observations and increase student 
appreciation for all of the unseen 
wonders nature holds.  
   Lastly, we will be adding more 
raised beds in our !eld trip garden 

A new project is underway in 
the Education Department 
at Aldridge Botanical 

Gardens.  We recently received 
a grant from Cawaco Resource 
Conservation and Development 
Council, Inc. to begin our work.   
There are three major components 
to this project.         
   First, we will be adding a 
videoconferencing element to our 
o#erings.  Schools will be able to 
schedule a time to videoconference 
so that we can share the resources 
found at Aldridge Botanical 
Gardens.   The resources will 
be shared via a new laptop and 
air modem that will allow the 
instructor to move about the 
garden to highlight di#erent topics 

N either freezing 
temperatures nor blazing 
sun could keep Jessica 

Prestel and Mira Walker from 
completing the requirements for 
certi!cation in the nationally-
recognized Junior Master 
Gardener Program.  Two years 
ago, these two aspiring gardeners 
joined the JMG group known as 
“Groovy Gardeners” under the 
leadership of Vasha Rosenblum.  
A&er completing a total of 44 
group activities, 44 individual 
activities and eight community 
service/leadership projects, they 
are now o'cially Junior Master 
Gardeners.
   The Junior Master Gardener 
program is an international 
youth gardening program of the 
University Cooperative Extension 
network.  JMG engages children 
in novel,  “hands-on” learning 
experiences.  They explore their 
world through meaningful 

horticultural and environmental 
science activities that encourage 
leadership development, 
personal pride, responsibility 
and community involvement. 
The program incorporates service 
learning and volunteerism, which 
enables youth to make positive 
contributions to their community.  
   Jessica was especially interested 
in herbs and vegetables, while 
Mira cultivated cherry tomatoes, 
unusual vegetables and enough 
basil to make lots of pesto!  The 
major part of their community 
service was maintaining the 
appearance of the Field Trip 
garden; and judging by the 
expressions of surprise and 
wonder made by children 
visiting on !eld trips, they did an 
exceptional job.  
   Others in the Groovy Gardener 
group include Joseph McKinley, 
Isabella Trierweiler, Jonathan and 
Rachel Rasberry, Carl, Helene Bee, 

Junior Master Gardeners Certi•ed

to accommodate more students 
in our Junior Master Gardener 
program
It is our hope that this project 

will provide the opportunity to 
develop a greater sensitivity 
and personal relationship 
with the environment, 

increasing the likelihood 
of protective action.  

We will be meeting 
for lunch and a 

training session 
in the use of the 
new equipment 
on February 25.  
All educational 
docents are 
welcome as well 

as anyone interested 
in becoming a volunteer.  Please 
see the calendar or contact Colleen 
Bedics at aldridgecb@bellsouth.net 
or 682-8019, ext.3

and Cressie Williams.  Aldridge 
Botanical Gardens hosts two JMG 
groups for children in grades 
three and up under the leadership 
of Vasha Rosenblum.       
   For more information about this 
program contact Colleen Bedics 
at aldridgecb@bellsouth.net.

Mira (l) and Jessica (r) with 
their leader and mentor                          
Dr. Vasha Rosenblum
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  Calendar of Events:  January - March 2009

Thursday, January 15
Volunteer Appreciation Brunch
10:30 a.m.

Wednesday, January 21
Lunch & Learn:  Faux Bois 
11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Instructor:  Pye Parson, Sol Garden
Come for an exciting morning to learn all about 
“Faux Bois” from Pye Parson of Sol Garden.  
Faux bois is from the French meaning false wood 
and correlates to the combination of a nature 
inspired container and lovely plants.    Recently 
featured in Southern Living, Ms. Parson will show 
you how to apply the principles of faux bois to 
create an expressive and fabulous display for 
indoors or out.
Registration and prepayment are required by 
Tuesday, January 20.  
$20/$15 for Garden Members - cost includes 
lunch

Saturday, February 7
Seminar:  “Winter Gardening”
9:30 - 11:00 a.m. 
Instructor:  Larry Quick, Executive     
   Director, Aldridge Botanical Gardens
Join Larry Quick to learn more about winter 
gardening.  Bring your questions, and he’ll 
provide the answers.  He will share tips and 
timesavers on preparing your garden for spring.  
Also included will be a refresher on pruning.
$15/$10 for Garden Members

Saturday, February 7
Children’s Garden Work Day
9:00-12:00 
Do you want to make a big difference in 
one day?  Then join us for a work day in the 
Children’s Field Trip Garden to help finish our 
makeover.  We will be installing the remaining 

raised beds made of “stone” landscape bricks 
to prepare for our spring season.  If  interested, 
please call Colleen Bedics at 682-8019, ext. 3

Tuesday, February 17 OR
Wednesday February 18
Lunch and Learn:  “Painting with 
Beverly” 
9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Join artist and teacher Beverly Klamer in a morning 
that will take you away from the winter doldrums.  
Learn to use acrylics on a 16” X 20” canvas 
to create a tropical landscape featuring a palm 
tree.  You will use vibrant colors to set a tropical 
mood that is sure to improve your mood too.  All 
materials are provided and lunch will follow.  All are 
welcome! (that means the men too) 
Please note:  This class is being offered on two 
separate dates to accomodate a smaller class size.
Registration and prepayment are required by 
Monday, February 16.
$50/$40 for Garden Members

Wednesday, February 25
Proscope Party for Educational Docents
9:30 a.m. - 12:00 Noon
Join the education team to learn more about the 
use of the new equipment that was recently funded 
by a grant from Cawaco.  Learn how easy it will 
be to use (simply by pushing a button) and how 
to implement its use into our existing field trips.  
Explore by using the Proscope to take a closer 
look at the world around you.  
A salad luncheon will follow.  New  volunteers are 
welcome.  

Saturday, February 28
Arbor Day Celebration

9:00 a.m. – 12:00 Noon
Sponsored by the Hoover      
   Beautification Board
9:00 – 9:45 a.m. - “Caring for your Trees”
Instructor:  John Ingle of Ingle Tree Service
Come celebrate Arbor Day with Aldridge Botanical 
Gardens.  Begin the morning learning from John 
Ingle about ways to care and maintain individual 
trees.  Mr. Ingle is a certified arborist and a 
licensed tree surgeon for the state of Alabama.  
He will share with you his knowledge and 
expertise to help you care for your trees.  
The Hoover Beautification Board will provide 
trees to interested individuals throughout the 
morning.  
Students from Hoover schools will share their 
award- winning essays.  
Free Admission

Wednesday, March 4
Lunch & Learn:  “Landscape
   Myth Busters”
11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Instructor:  Tony Glover
Join Tony Glover, a regional extension agent 
for ACES, to learn about common gardening 
practices and whether they are myth or fact.
Registration and prepayment are required by 
March 3.
$20/$15 for Garden Members - cost includes 
lunch

Sunday , March 8
“Fall in Love Again with Nature” 
A Private Eye® Investigation
2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Come spend the afternoon delving into nature 
with your family.  All ages welcome.  Families will 
explore the Gardens for interesting treasures that 
will be used to create art and poetry using the         

All classes and events are held at Aldridge Botanical Gardens unless otherwise indicated.  For more information on these events 
and future events, call 682-8019 or visit www.aldridgegardens.com.  Registration and prepayment are required for Lunch & Learn 
classes and registration is requested for seminars.

(Cont’d on Page 6)
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It has been rumored that fairies of 
flowers and fields are taking up 
residence at parks and gardens across 

the country.   While we usually think 
of the wee folk in places like Ireland or 
Scotland, there have been indications 
of fairy presence in Michigan, Maine 
and other New England states.  It is felt 
among many  that these small creatures 
appreciate the efforts of humans in 
building suitable abodes from natural 
materials to protect them from the 
elements.
   The Garden could benefit from the presence of fairies.  
These tiny creatures have some special powers such as 
giving gifts of beauty, wealth, and good nature.  Everyone 
knows that fairies come out at night and straighten out 

Creating Enchantment for Your Garden
the flower petals left amiss by the bees’ 
daytime cavorting.   And it’s the fairies who 
sprinkle dew on the hydrangea leaves and 
put a single silvery dew drop on the center of 
every blossom to reflect the first rays of early 
morning sunlight.
   In order to attract fairies to Aldridge 
Botanical Gardens, a series of activities has 
been planned for children and adults in 
March and April.   There will be story times 
with crafts, music and dance; classes in how to 
make fairy furniture from natural materials 
with Jennifer Wallace; and special days for 

children accompanied by an adult to build fairy houses in a 
secluded part of the Garden.  Check the calendar below or go 
to the events portion of our website www.aldridgegardens.com 
for details.

Enjoy a new story and activity at each visit.
For children ages 3 and up
No charge/donations appreciated

ADULT ACTIVITIES
Wednesday, April 1 
Lunch & Learn:  “Making Fairy 
Furniture”
11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.    
Instructor: Jennifer Wallace  

Wednesday, April 15
Lunch & Learn:  “Making More Fairy 
Furniture” 
11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Instructor: Jennifer Wallace    
You will be amazed how easily you can construct 
exquisite fairy-sized chairs, beds or tables.  
Jennifer will tap into your inner child, inspire 
your creativity and give you an unforgettable 
experience!  The result will be something 
whimsical to enchant your garden or a special 
place in your home.  Bring your own pruners 
and an assortment of small (pencil size) twigs, 
flowers, leaves, moss, feathers or other natural 
material that you imagine fairies might use.
Registration and prepayment required one day 
prior to each class.  Class size is limited.
Members $15/Non-Members $20

Monday, March 16 
“How to Trap a Leprechaun!”
9:30 - 11:30 a.m. 
For children in grades 2 and up 
Girls and boys will construct a Leprechaun 
trap, leave it in the garden overnight and 
return at 9:00 Tuesday morning to see what 
happened!  
Members $15/ Non-members $20  

“Making Fairy Houses”
Wednesday, March 18
9:30 - 11:30 a.m.  
or Saturday, March 21
1:30 - 3:30 p.m.  
For children in grades 2 and up 
Girls and boys will learn about Kirstin’s fairy 
house, then design and build their own to leave 
in a secluded part of the garden, hopefully to 
attract fairies!
Members $15/Non-members $20  

“Create a Garden for Fairies”
Friday, March 20
9:30-11:30
or Saturday, April 4
1:30 - 3:30  p.m.  
For children in grades 2 and up 
Girls and boys will use small plants and objects 
from nature to make a garden to take home.  
These gardens could attract fairies to your 
home!  Fee includes plants and container.  
Members $20/Non-Members $25  

OTHER CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES

“Making Fairy Houses”
Sundays, March 22, 29 & April 5
2:00 – 4:00 p.m.
The Fairy Garden opens for families to build 
fairy houses.  Get the Secret Map to the site at 
the Gate House.  Story at 2:00, then it’s time to 
build.  Bring some natural materials such as twigs, 
pine straw, feathers, pebbles, flowers, shells, 
acorns, sweetgum balls, etc.  Check in with docent.  
Children must be accompanied by adults.  
No charge/ donations appreciated.

Saturday, March 28
“How to Make Fairy Furniture”
1:30 – 3:30 p.m.
Instructor:  Jennifer Wallace
Fairy furniture?  Yes, furniture for the fairies.  
You will be amazed how easily you can construct 
exquisite fairy-sized chairs, beds or tables.  Come 
join us for a festive time of gluing, glittering and 
laughing!  The result will be something whimsical 
to enchant your garden or a special place in your 
home.  Bring your own pruners and an assortment 
of small (pencil size) twigs, flowers, leaves, moss, 
nuts, feathers or other natural material that you 
imagine fairies might use.
Please register by March 27.  Class size is limited.  
Children must be accompanied by adults.  
Members $15/Non-Members $20  

Fairy Story Times
Tuesdays:  March 17, 24, 31  
and April 7
9:30-10:00 a.m.

Let your children spend 
spring break with us!

Schedule of Enchanted EventsAll class sizes are 
limited.  Please register 

prior to event.
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Membership News:  August - November 2008
We would like 
to welcome the 
following new 
members:

Ellen Huff - $100
Don Perry
Maurice & Peggy Rogers
Trudy Woods

Harmony - $45
Michael & Cheryl Bailey
Mitchell Baldwin
Tim Bowen
Jorge Caceres
Robert & Rebecca Creel
Dolores Crumly
Mr. & Mrs. Hunter George
Bill & Beth Hains
Steve & Dana Heald
Gregg & Karen Janowski
Stephen & Lynn Marino
Douglas & Joyce Miles
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Moore
Mr. & Mrs. Charles     
   Murrell
Chris Oberholster
Jack & Joyce Pair
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Powell
Sandra Reyburn
Mr. & Mrs. Dwight Sandlin
Teresa Soto
Danny & Jeannine Walker
Pam Williams
Jariett & Michelle Yoshida
James Bailey
   & Joy Arthur

Alice - $30
Sallie Aman
Kathleen Baldus
Edna Buckner
Patricia Byrne
Aline Carroll
Joan Crocker
Lenora DeMarco
Dr. Rachel B. Fowler
Pat Giles
Kathy Glaze
Meg Gowers
Diane W. Hester
Sharon Hill
Becca Leinfelder
Hope Long
Ann Mace
Diane McKinnon
Anne H. McMahon
Elisha Melcher
Earlene Mann Mohon
Sherry P. Moore
Kenneth Prevo
Elizabeth Reid
Jane B. Sherer
Nancy Short
Sue Sikora
Joan Simmons
Greg Smith
Nella B. Stephenson
Ella Ruth Stewart
Susan Stokley
Greta Vines
Candace Wainscott
Dianne West
Jim Whitson

Photographers - $150
Allison Lewis

Thank you to the 
following members 
for renewing their 
memberships:

Snowflake - $1,000
Frank & Philippa      
   Bainbridge
William & Linda Moon
Frank & Mary Skinner

Snow Queen - $500
John & Louise Wrinkle

Snow Giant - $250
William & Ann Dodson
Bill & Jan Ferguson
Larry & Cinda Goldberg
Robert & Alice Smith

Oak Mountain - $150
Steve & Charlotte Clarkson
Larry & Elaine Culver
Floyd & Sue Hair
Dick & Frances Owens
Tony & Elizabeth Tanner
William & Lois Taylor
Sarah Morgan
   & Jerry Snead

Ellen Huff - $100
Ursula Ahmed
Mary Lou Allen
Annie Cornwell

David & Judy Funk
Oliver & Kathy Gilmore
Wade & Harriet Mahlke
Richard & Pauline Mayne
Alex & Sue Newton
David & Pam Roberts
Roland & Dee Smith
Al Stancil
Jim Waligora
Peter & JoAnn Weston
Mr. & Mrs. William White
Joe & Theresa Wildmon

Day Spring - $75
Maureen Conley
Edward & Janna Copeland
David & Janet Elliott
Dan & Patricia Hendley
James & Karen Isaminger
Fran & Walter McMahon
Barry & Linda Nichols
Jim & Sara Perry
Ron Smith
Harald & Marion      
   Sontheimer

Harmony - $45
Susan C. Anderson
Thomas & Judy Armstrong
Robert & Fran Bellows
Bob & Deb Berry
Mary Carolyn Boothby
Arthur & Glenda      
   Boudreaux
David & Allison Bradley
Mr. & Mrs. Stan Bussey
Gene & Peggy Byars
Cecil & Renee’ Cox

Lynn & Merilyn Crouch
Ben & Sue Elliott
Al & Emma Gentle
John & Margo Gibson
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Glaze
Vann & Bobbye Ann  
   Goodner
Arthur & Patricia Green
Michael & Myra Grund
Boyce & Virginia Guthrie
John & Claire Hackney
Jim & Ann Haggard
Bob & Betty Heald
Richard & Jo Hempstead
Liz Hicks
Charlie & Jan Holliday
Mr. & Mrs. R. E. Latham
George & Ann McCaleb
Ed & Lynne McTyre
Mark & Sarah Morrison
Tommy & Pat Numnum
Crayton & Jane Patterson
Zora Puckett
Jerrry & Pam Pullen
Dot & Courtenay      
   Renneker
Bob & Peggy Roberts
Richard & Audrey   
   Sanford
Erle & Virginia Smith
Terry & Sandy Stephens
David & Ann Tharpe
C. Edgar & Dolores  
   Thomas
Bernie & Margie      
   Thompson
Suzzane Thompson
Ken & Marty Turnage

(Cont’d from Page 4)

Private Eye® strategy.  You will have a chance 
to  take an up close and personal view 
of your treasure using the Proscope, jeweler’s 
loupe and your own analogies.    This process 
will reconnect your family to all the wonders 
nature has to offer.  This is a Cawaco and ACES 
sponsored activity.  Ages 5-105
Members- Free/ Non-members $5 per family

Tuesday, March 10
and/or Wednesday March 11 
Educational Docent Training
9:00-11:30 a.m.

Please join us to begin preparing for our 
spring field trip season.  If  you are interested 
in volunteering your time to work with school 
children, then we have a place for you where 
you will really make a difference.  Training will 
be offered to all educational docents (new and 
old).  We will cover topics of interest such as 
specific field trip material, use of new equipment, 
techniques and tips to a successful field trip.  All 
are welcome.  
Please contact Colleen Bedics, Education 
Coordinator, for more information.  

arts alfresco 
begins in april!
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Ben & Jana Walker
Don & Lynda Wasden
Dan & Virginia Waters
Ed & Kathy Whitfield
Wayne & Joyce Wilkinson
John & Pat Yakubovic

Alice - $30
Doris J. Adamson
Victoria Tori Allen
Betty L. Bagby
Anita Baker
Janis Barnes
Barbarann Beckett- 
   Gaines
Nancy Bourne
Gloria Braune
Betsy Britain
Barbara Broadwater
Emily Bruce
Gigi Bullman
Judy Carr
Patricia Comstock
Bess Constantine
Winifred Cooper
Nina Cranor
Cindy Davenport
Jo Ann Day
Judith Deegan
Christy Dutton
Barbara Erwin
Rosemarie Fernandes
Vernon Gibson
Dr. William Goodwin
Pat Griffin
Kathleen Griffis
Annie Hall
Cheryl Harper
Betty Harris
Azor D. Hayes
Peggy Hendershot
Vadie Honea
Carol Jolley
Belle T. Jordan
Evelyn Lawrence
Susan LeFoy
Margaret Littlefield
Margaret Lloyd
Frances K. Love
Mildred Mathews
Edie McMillan
Lee Nelson
Kitty Newell
Margaret Northrup
Jeanne Plaxco
Mable Prescott

Margaret Ragland
Sarah Reedy
Susan P. Rives
Leonora Robinson
Carolyn K. Robinson
Mary Alice Schwarz
Pete Smith
Karen Sturgeon
Frances Tieszen
Amy Wheat
Louise F. White
Jack Wischmeyer
Harriet Yeilding

Clubs - $100
Country Garden Club
Greystone in the Gates  
   Garden Club
Garlandia Garden Club
Morning Glories Garden  
   Club

Corporate
American Osment
Wynfrey Occasions

Photographers - $150
Picture Perfect Photos
Rick Garlikov   
   Photography Studio

Donations

Annual Fund - Summer
Mr. & Mrs. Ben Black
Nancy Poynor
Bob & Colette Scott

Annual Fund – Winter
Colleen Adams
Joseph & Anne Bloomer
Hollis & Imogene Hayes
Jim & Nancy Moore
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Pearson
Gene & Pam Smith

Education Program
Hoover Service Club

General 
Adventure Travel
Ann Paul
Mr. & Mrs. James T. Pursell
Ed Randle

Gifts in Kind

Honorarium
In honor of Larry Quick
   by Letitian Literary Club
   by Redmont Park  
      Garden Club

Intern Program Fund
Kay & Eddie Aldridge

Memorials
Bronze Plaque for Lindsay     
   Bates’ Tree
   by Kay & Eddie Aldridge
In memory of Lt. Col.  
   James Robert Beall
   by Gloria Braune
In memory of Ethel Davis  
   by
   Kay & Eddie Aldridge
   Bob & Alice Smith
In memory of Walter  
   Dismukes by
   Alabama Nursery &  
      Landscape Assoc.
   Margaret L. Behm
   Terri Cantwell
   Capital Caladiums Co.
   Fred & Nancy Dismukes
   Hi Cotton Greenhouses,  
      LLC
   Lucy D. Rice
In memory of Mrs. Walter     
   Mae Faulkner
   by Barbara Hulsey
      and Jaime & Jason  
         Berger
In memory of Avis Jones

      Board of Directors
Charles M. Diggs, president
Paulette Pearson, vice president
William A. Moon, secretary
William B. Johnson, treasurer
Eddie Aldridge
Steve Bender
Camille Butrus
Gerald Johnson
Beverly Meadors
Greg Powell
Linda Paulmeno Sewell
Frank Skinner

Ex Of!cio Members
Mari Morrison, Hoover City Council
Lori Salter, City of Hoover

Staff
Larry Quick, executive director
Beverly Bates,                                         
   membership/communications coordinator
   newsletter editor
Colleen Bedics, education coordinator
Carole Freeze, administrative assistant/  
   facility rentals
Jennifer Gowers, project manager, Arts     
   Alfresco Series
LaVerne Martin, volunteer coordinator
Cindy Roodhouse-Banach, horticulturist
Pat Sholund, Director of Operations

In Bloom is sponsored by

   by Melvin & Peggy  
      Knight
In memory of Mrs.   
   Bernice Meyer
   by Bumpus Middle  
      School

Sponsorships
Arts Alfresco by
   Alabama Power Co.
   Camille Butrus   

   Wachovia Corporation
“A Passion for Natural  
   History” by
   Pam Smith
   Chef Clayton’s Food     
      Systems

Board of Directors   
   Reception by
   A Social Affair

A special thanks to the City of Hoover
Mayor Tony Petelos

and the City Council - Gary Ivey, 
John Greene, Trey Lott, Mari 

Morrison, Brian Skelton, Gene Smith              
and Jack Wright  



3530 LORNA RD.
HOOVER, AL  35216

The mission of Aldridge Botanical Gardens is to 
present a garden for all seasons, featuring the genus 
Hydrangea, in which the public may gain enjoyment 

and education in a beautiful, tranquil setting.

Hours:
November 1 thru March 31:  8 am - 5 pm

April and October:  8 am - 7 pm
May 1 thru September 30:  8 am - 8 pm

How to reach us:
(205) 682-8019

aldridgebb@bellsouth.net
www.aldridgegardens.com

Aldridge Botanical Gardens is a 501 (c) (3) nonpro•t 
organization.  All contributions are tax deductible to 

the fullest extent allowed by law.
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U.S. Postage

PAID
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The Beauty of the Winter Garden

“Nature has undoubtedly 
mastered the art of winter 
gardening and even the most 
experienced gardener can learn 
from the unrestrained beauty 
around them.”
                           Vincent A. Simeone

Watch the winter garden begin 
to burst into bloom with crocus, 
daffodils, hyacinth and other 
spring-blooming bulbs.  Each 
year our horticulture staff plants 
thousands of 
bulbs, and this 
year will be no 
different.  In fact, 
this year our staff 
has planted more 
spring-blooming 
bulbs than ever 
before.  Literally 
thousands of 
crocus plants will 
be pushing their way through the 
cold soil followed by Daffodils of 
all colors, shapes and sizes that 
say spring is near.  Don’t miss 
this magnificent display!


